While various commentators understandably but also in our position as equal 42nd in the
judged 2016 a year of historic flux, at The University world on the highly cited researchers list.
of Queensland it was a year for facing up to the Oursta and students compete strongly
challenges of change and, in many cases, directing for external funding and, for three years
change towards more positive outcomes. Wherever running, UQ has been Australia’s first or
improvements have occurred, they are due to the second university as measured by total
commitment of great people, and | thank all UQ research income. Indeed, from a batch
sta , students and alumni, as well as our partners in

government, the private sector, not-for-profits and

philanthropy. Together, you enable fact-based

knowledge leadership, which is increasingly

important to the future of society.

The immense value UQ brings to Queensland and
Australia is entwined with our global relationships
and stature. It was therefore very pleasing to see
our strength rea  rmed by many international
sources, including the Academic Ranking of World
Universities, where UQ rose 22 places to rank 55th
among more than 10,000 universities globally,
and the Nature Index, where we remained the top
Australian institution.

High ratings are among the factors that attract
discerning international students, who in 2016
contributed approximately $385.5 million in
direct tuition fees. On top of that came their
spending on items such as accommodation, food
and entertainment, and their cultural, social and
reputational contributions.

Maintaining UQ'’s appeal to dedicated, ambitious
students requires judicious planning and vigilance
across our complex enterprise, and work is underway
on a 2018-2020 Strategic Plan. It will be a guide for
meeting various challenges and opportunities for
the higher education sector, including matters such
as the mix of international students and the rise of
online learning.

The Strategic Plan will be anchored in UQ’s values,
and will support a 10-year statement of strategic
intent covering our future directions and focus.

It will be informed by master-planning for the

St Lucia campus, and particularly by our new
Student Strategy—Ilaunched in July after extensive
consultation with students, sta and alumni. Broadly,
the strategy is a guide for equipping students to be
game-changing graduates, and this annual report
documents some of the ways this is being realised.

An umbrella goal of the Student Strategy is an
integrated learning environment, which received
welcome impetus in May when the Queensland
Government agreed to lend UQ up to $251 million to
create a 1300-bed residence on the St Lucia campus.

UQ's research edge is another must-have for students
at all levels of study. Many of our researchers are
exceptional in their fields, as reflected not only in the
rankings and in Excellence in Research for Australia,
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